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DEPARTMENT ACCEPTED VALUES FOR:  
AGGREGATE HANDLING, STORAGE PILE, and HAUL ROAD EMISSIONS 

 
 
TO:         Applicants and Air Quality Bureau Permitting Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Department accepted default values for percent silt, wind speed, moisture content, and 

control efficiencies for haul road control measures 
 
This guidance document provides the Department accepted default values for correction parameters in 
the emission calculation equations for aggregate handling and storage piles emissions in construction 
permit applications and notices of intent submitted under 20.2.72 and 20.2.73 NMAC; and the 
Department accepted control efficiencies for haul road control measures for applications submitted 
under 20.2.72 NMAC.   
 
Aggregate Handling and Storage Pile Emission Calculations 
 
Applicants should calculate the particulate matter emissions from aggregate handling and storage piles 
using the EPA’s AP-42 Chapter 13.2.4. 
http://www3.epa.gov/ttn/chief/ap42/ch13/final/c13s0204.pdf 
 
Equation 1 from Chapter 13.2.4 requires users to input values for two correction parameters, U and M, 
where U = mean wind speed and M = material moisture content.  Below are the accepted values for U 
and M: 
 
Default Values for Chapter 13.2.4, Equation 1:  

Parameter Default Value 

U = Mean wind speed (miles per hour)  11 mph 

M = Material moisture content (% water)  2% 

 
Applicants must receive preapproval from the Department if they wish to assume a higher moisture 
content and/or a lower wind speed in these calculations.  Higher moisture contents may require site 
specific testing either as a permit condition or submitted with the application. Applicants may assume 
higher wind speeds and lower percent moisture content in their calculations without prior approval 
from the Department.   
 
Haul Road Emissions and Control Measure Efficiencies  
 

http://www3.epa.gov/ttn/chief/ap42/ch13/final/c13s0204.pdf
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Applicants should calculate the particulate matter emissions from unpaved haul roads using the EPA’s 
AP-42 Chapter 13.2.2.  http://www3.epa.gov/ttn/chief/ap42/ch13/final/c13s0202.pdf 
 
Equation 1(a) from Chapter 13.2.2 requires users to input values for two correction parameters, s and 
W, where s = surface material silt content (%) and W = mean vehicle weight (tons).  The applicant should 
calculate the mean vehicle weight in accordance with the chapter’s instructions.  Below is the accepted 
value for the parameter s: 
 
Default Values for Chapter 13.2.2, Equation 1(a):  

Parameter Default Value 

s = surface material silt content (%)  4.8% 

 
Applicants may use a higher silt content without prior approval from the Department.  Use of a lower silt 
content requires prior approval from the Department and may require site specific testing in support of 
the request.  
 
Equation 2 from Chapter 13.2.2 allows users to take credit for the number of days that receive 
precipitation in excess of 0.01 inches, in the annual emissions calculation, where P = number of days in a 
year with at least 0.01 inches of precipitation.   
 
Default Values for Chapter 13.2.2, Equation 2:  

Parameter Default Value 

P = number of days in a year with at least 0.01 inches of 
precipitation 

70 days 

 
Applications submitted under Part 72 may request to apply control measures to reduce the particulate 
matter emissions from facility haul roads.  Applications submitted under Part 73 may not consider any 
emission reduction from control measures in the potential emission rate calculation, as registrations 
issued under Part 73 are not federally enforceable under the Clean Air Act or the New Mexico Air 
Quality Control Act.  In order for those control measures to be federally enforceable, the controls must 
be a requirement in an air quality permit.   
 
Below are the Department accepted control efficiencies for various haul road control measures: 
 
Haul Road Control Measures and Control Efficiency: 

Control Measure Control Efficiency 

None 0% 

Base course or watering 60% 

Base course and watering 80% 

Base course and surfactant 90% 

Paved and Swept 95% 

 

http://www3.epa.gov/ttn/chief/ap42/ch13/final/c13s0202.pdf

